w 







JOH^/ 

/ ° 


OGAR HOOVER 

0 <RECT 0 W 


UN** H8W gi 

tty\ i+£> ClFFU OF V ' y 

fmMt «WMucmw& 

“WtfwWT 

Hfritrft Stales Drpnrt^nciit of 3i 


\\ JUN 1 9 1944 
6u-^i2-S9 r,s '°* or ^>/j 

nows ano ^ 

My 16 


linotnrf, D. <E. 


I ’ AY 1 9 19 44 

Afo r ■' . ••* 


Date • 

I. 

To: Honorable Adolf A. Berle, Jr. 

Assistant Secretary of State 

Fran: J. D* :ar l oover - Director, Federal Bureau of 

Subject: Coronunist Activities in Ecuador 


Icc 


PERSONAL AMD CONFIDENTIAL 
BY SECIAL MESSENGER 




£ 


^>rv 


As of possible interest to you there is attached hereto a "fSport 
received fror a reliable and confidential source contaiidng a summary oi the 
recent gene.al activities of the Communist Party in Ecuador. 


Inis information has been made available to the American Embassy, 
ti.e fi liter; .-.ttache ana the Naval Attache in Quito, Ecuador. 


cc - Director of Naval Intelligence 

Navy Dc r arti .ent, basiling ton, D. C. 


cc - Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 

War Department, Washington, D. C. 



Attention: 

Enclosure 


j 

Colonel L R. Foniey 
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Communist Activities In Ecuador - General 
Guayaquil, Ecuador 


According to local newspaper accounts the Ecuadorian Government 
changed their first decision and granted PEDRO AN^OTIO 3AAD, 

Coaetal Secretary of the Communist Party, a passport to enable him 
to attend the emergency congress of the leaders of the Confederation 
of Workers of Latin America in Montevideo, Uruguay on February 25 # 
194 '-. However, SA.D was informed by the Argentine Consul in Guayaquil 
that the Argentine Government had sent out instructions to deny 
visas to the delegates to the Montevideo Congress. 

Reliable Source A stated that the local communist had no represent- 
ative at the Con ress but eagerly awaited word of the results. 

This word was brought to them by GUILLERMO RODRIGUEZ, Colombian 
delegate, who passed through Guayaquil March 12, 19l*:4 enroute to 
his home. His ilssion was to report to the local group on the 
ooen an' confidential business of the Congress. He furnished them 
the followin information which is onnsidered strictly 
•onfldentlal. 

1. The headquarters of VICENTE LOMBARDO TOLEDANO in Mexico 
had sent a Mexican professor to Bolivia to investigate the recent 
political events there so that he could report to the Congress on 
this subject. The information which the professor gathered was 
not sufficient, and so the Congress, contrary to previous 
announcements, had to refrain from reporting detailedly on 
Bolivia. 

2. Representatives from Argentina presented to the Congress 
proof to the effect that the military clique in Argentina is 
preparing for war against Brazil and that the democratic spirit snd 
ecuivlt^ in Argentina are by all means repressed by the dictator 
governments. 


?. That the American Federation of Labor in the United 
btstes is a strong opposing factor to Ppn i uni 
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rf Workers of Latin America must counteract the labor of the 
united States secret service. W 1th this elm In view, they must 

re are & list in each country of the members of the American 

secret service. 

In connection with the latter oolnt, the Confederation believes 
that uhe American authorities In contact with Latin American 
government authorities will cause difficulties to priority 
apr lie at ions for flying of those delegates who intend to take part 
at the World labor Congress to be held at London In June, 19Uk» 

For thia reason it was suggested that the delegates in each countyy 
should take up the matter immediately with their respective 
governments and slso with the highest United Stctes Oovernmmnt 
Official in the country. 

Wham P^DRO SA AD was designated delegate to the Congress to be held 
in London, he was Informed by VTCT5KTE LOMBARDO T0L3DAN© that half 
of the expenses of hi a trip would be supplied by TOLTDANO’ S 
headquarters, whereas the other half should be provided by local 
fund*. 3AAD since learned that at the Montevideo Congress it was 
decided that each country sending delegates to London should m*ike 
an effort towards oaylng the entire expenses of the?e delegates. 
Complying with this request, the local labor unions Immediately 
stated collecting funds. After several days they had collected 
55#C'00 sucres of the estimated 50 # 00 C necessary. 

One of the in ediate aims of the unions is to accumulate funds to 
enable them to go on strike whenever considered practicable. At 
the present time the funds available are believed to be sufficient 
for a ten day general strike. The union of Ancon is reported to 
possess a strike fund of 100,000 sucres. Its membership amounts 
to about 1,0CC. The funds of the other unions ere more or less 
relative to those of the Ancon union. Communist headquarters in 
'Guayaquil report that labor is already sufficiently strong to 
finance strikes of individual unions indefinitely. However, 
general strikes, including all organized labor, shall not be 
contemplated unless the guarantee exists that funds will be 
sufficient for a strike of from two to three weeks duration. 

bea it is realized th&t two or three years ago labor in Scuador 

assessed no strike funds at all, it becomes evident that much 

rogreaa haa been made along these lines . In labor circles it 
la claimed that the progress is due mainly to better organization;’ 
anh as a result of following instructions which are received 
periodically from 1£M T ARDO T0L T DAHQ . 

The vom^oniats are at the present time trying to obtain control 
tne Fmderaeion de Obreros Textiles, which was formed at an 
assemoly of text lie workers in Quito a few d*ys ago. The member- 
snip ox tue Federacion ia said to amount to about lL>,00C. This 
lnc iua«a workers of the entire interior textile industries with 

caption of those in the city of Cuenca. There was formerly 


f uito syndioat© of i t 

been favorable to the Pr*~^ which wa * rer)ort * d to haV6 

federation is no Inna**. esdenc °ut which now Incorporated In the 
th«*t he intfn e * °?® er iympathetio with the President, SAAD stated 

amon* 0tS2! hu,l«r el , t0 Wt0 the P“t of M.roh of 191* 

n«w easiness plane to promote communism within the 

v* n -oderacion* He said that the Quito Communist leaders 

l,«it knowledge, Mtlrltf, Mid reliHollity. 


In r,ftsrd to the coming presidential election, the comiaunlet-labor 
▼lew point is arid to be as follows t 


1« > f -e support the candld&teshlp of Dr# JC3E VELASCO (IB.-ulRA) 
mainly because our baching of hie candidate ship is our only 
possible legal expression, as far as elections are concerned, of 
opposition to the present government, 

2, *e had to take recourse to his candidateship for lack of 
another candidate who, better th&A VELASCO, might represent our 

interests. 


3* Present existing internal and external economic and 
political situations do not seem to encourage the appointment of a 

candidate of our own, 

lu Little good. If any, can be expected by us as the result \ 
of the ^r esidential election even in the case that VELASCO should 
be elected* 

3* therefore, we are not at all anxious to join pro- VELASCO 
revolutionary movements of doubtful results as we know beforehand 
that even In case of success our share of benefits would only be 
small, 

6, Our main interest is to concentrate on organization. Our 
aim la to organize all labor under communist leadership* Once that 
Job is completed, our particiDation in politics shall be more 
active* Time and international happenings work in favor of us. 

The future belon s to labor and there are other factors of much 
more far re aching significance to labor than the presidential 
election* 

bas informed that neither the local communist nor the labor 
organizations intend to send delegates to the International 
porkers Conference in Philadelphia on April 20, 191+1+* However, 

'r? cal nev •P&P«r» have carried articles regarding the program 
of tnla conference* 


Aocoralng to rumors among the communists, plans are being prepared 
c the formation of a Union of Latin American Comiunisfre. This 
new organization is reported to be directly backed by Russian 
contact offioiae and it ia believed that SAAD will be given an 
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executive noeition. 


jji cp A furthsp sdviflpfi fv, 4 T ___ 

o! the Communist Party ln Ou«»™n KAB TIS 5 a (a^GUEIO) Is a member 
J n aether the array or car^bin^^ 18 8a * d to to® a Captain 

between the Communist P«-^ftr ^3 and is used as the contact man 

ormunist Party ana fche Ecuadorian Police. 
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